
 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE1386 

Main Petitioner: Richard Munday, on behalf of the Torridon Nephrops 
Management Group 

Subject: Establishment of further static gear only inshore fisheries 

Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to review and pilot 
the establishment of further spatially separated static gear only inshore 
fisheries to improve fisheries management. 

 

Background 

“Static” or “fixed” gear means fishing gear which is immobile, and includes 
creels which are used to catch lobsters, crabs and Scottish langoustine 
(Nephrops norvegicus), and also gill nets and baited lines which are fixed in 
position. “Mobile” or “active” fishing gear is towed, and in the Scottish fleet 
encompasses nets, which may be trawled along the sea bed, or in midwater 
(pelagic), targeting a variety of fish species; and scallop dredges.  

Pots and creels would typically be used in areas that are inaccessible to 
trawlers e.g. close in to shore; or where the sea bed is rocky and would 
damage trawled nets.   

Static and mobile fishing gear can come into conflict where both methods are 
practiced in the same area, as trawled nets and dredges can catch on floating 
ropes attached to fishing creels, and damage pots left on the bottom.  

Advances in technology such as the development of nets that can be trawled 
over increasingly rough ground have increased the potential for conflict 
between gear types.  

Scottish Sea Fisheries Statistics 2009 reports that around 65% of the boats in 
the Scottish fishing fleet are creelers (1,405 out of 2,174), the majority of 
these (1,288) being under 10m.  

Scottish langoustine (Nephrops norvegicus) were the second most valuable 
species caught by the Scottish fleet in 2009, with total landings of 25,000 
tonnes worth £66m. The distribution of the species is linked to muddy areas of 
seabed in which it makes burrows. The fishery occurs both inshore, by 
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trawling and creeling, and offshore by trawling (the largest fishing ground for 
the species, the Fladen, is located in the middle of the North North Sea).  

The majority of landings were made by trawlers, c.23,000 tonnes worth £50m, 
with 2,000 tonnes caught by creeling worth £15m. Animals caught in creels 
are therefore more valuable than those caught by trawling - £8,000 per ton as 
opposed to £2,000.1 This is because animals caught by creeling can be of 
higher quality, they can be kept alive and therefore landed fresher, animals 
caught by trawling can die and get damaged in the nets.  

Scottish Government Action 

Within 12 nautical miles of Scotland's coast, the Scottish Government has the 
ability to take non-discriminatory conservation measures, provided that the EU 
has not already legislated in this area. Since 1984, inshore fisheries in 
Scotland have been regulated primarily through the Inshore Fishing (Scotland) 
Act 1984. Section 1 of the Act enables Scottish Ministers to regulate fishing in 
inshore waters by prohibiting combinations of the following: 

 all fishing for sea fish 
 fishing for a specified description of sea fish 
 fishing by a specified method 
 fishing from a specified description of fishing boat 
 fishing from or by means of any vehicle, or any vehicle of a specific 

description 
 fishing by means of a specified description of equipment 
 Ministers may also specify the period during which prohibitions apply, 

and any exceptions to any prohibition 
 
According to the Westlaw database, 28 orders have been made under this 
section.  

The main order which remains in force which deals with gear closures of the 
type mentioned in the petition is the Inshore Fishing (Prohibition of Fishing 
and Fishing Methods) (Scotland) Order 2004. Schedule 1 of the Order defines 
31 areas around the Scottish coast where fishing with mobile gear is 
prohibited either for particular periods within the year (14 areas), or year round 
(17 areas).  The areas closed to fishing with mobile gear year round include 
Loch Torridon and the North Inner Sound, and there is a closure in the 
Southern Inner Sound including Lochs Carron, Kishorn, Duich, Ailsh, and 
Hourn.2  

Inshore Fishing Groups 

Inshore Fisheries Groups were established by the previous Executive as a 
means of developing inshore fisheries management measures at a more local 
level, and they have continued under the current Government.  

                                            
1
 http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2010/09/15155811/44  

2
 Source: Westlaw 
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The idea is that groups devise management measures appropriate to their 
area, which will then be considered by a national Scottish Inshore Fisheries 
Advisory Group. Ministers will then decide on whether to legislate to give 
effect to proposals.  

A map showing the areas covered by the groups, links to contact details, and 
further information about group meetings is available on the Scottish 
Government website: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Fisheries/Sea-
Fisheries/InshoreFisheries  

 

Tom Edwards 
Senior Research Specialist 
14 January 2011 

SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 
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